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This yearõs NAEP Annual Conference is shap-
ing up to be another great experience.  The confer-
ence will be held May 2 -6 in beautiful Scottsdale, Ari-
zona.  The conference will be held at the Radisson 
Fort McDowell Resort and Casino, a four-diamond re-
sort in the Fountain Hills that is nestled in the Sonoran 
Desert. 
 
There are numerous professional development oppor-
tunities with tracks in Land & Watershed Management, 
NEPA, Water Resources, and Transportation.  Other 
tracks include Air Resources, Energy, Public Participa-
tion, and Environmental Education/Stewardship. I can 
assure you that you will learn a lot from each of the 
sessions. 
 
Numerous opportunities exist for guided tours of the 
Grand Canyon, a restoration project, and a riparian 
preserve.  Of course, there are many other chances 
for getting cultured at local museums and science cen-
ters.  Plenty of outdoors activities including hot air 
balloon rides, four -wheeling adventures, horse back 
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Getting Green Out of Going Green  
Pollution prevention strategies help businesses cut costs and increase profits  
 
With the nationõs economy slowing, cutting costs is a way of life 
for businesses and industries throughout Florida and the coun-
try.   Business owners and managers are looking to lower ex-
penses and improve efficiencies any way they can.  To identify 
potential areas of improvement, companies are scrutinizing 
every aspect of their operations, from the front office to cus-
tomer delivery.  
 
Waste not. Want not.  
Waste is an area many businesses miss when searching for cost-
saving opportunities.  Waste is more than contents emptied 
from garbage cans into dumpsters; it is any material, such as 
energy or water that may be lost through inefficient procedures 
or equipment.  Waste impacts companies in explicit costs such 
as the replacement of aging air filtration components to the 
implicit costs of operating the same system to keep employees 
cool.  In addition, the often overlooked expense of proper dis-
posal of materials also affects the bottom line.  
 
By identifying problem areas and implementing cost -cutting 
measures to reduce waste, businesses are also practicing 
ògreenó strategies. Going ògreenó is not only popular in todayõs 
environmentally conscious marketplace; it is financially benefi-
cial. In addition to improving a companyõs image and market-
ability, waste reduction can lower costs associated with 
cleanup, treatment and disposal as well as decrease exposure 
to long-term liability and risk.  Strategies that allow companies 
to move ahead of the regulatory curve and protect employee 
health and safety simply make good business sense.  
 
So how does a company go green without losing green?  
With the cost of every product and service on the rise, the Flor-
ida Department of Environmental Protectionõs non-regulatory 
Pollution Prevention Program, also known as P2, offers free  
technical assistance to help businesses simultaneously increase 
profits and protect the environment.  In the past ten years, the 
programõs professional engineers helped more than 500 Florida 
companies reduce waste and lower costs through individual 
consultations, on -site assessments, and recommendations tai-
lored to each facilityõs needs. 
 
P2 offers businesses of all sizes numerous options, from simple 
changes to complex overhauls, for reducing waste and increas-
ing revenues. 
 
For more information, visit www.dep.state.fl.us  or www.FloridaP2.org  or call DEPõs Pollu-
tion Prevention Program at (850) 245 -8733. 

Renew your membership 

today! 
Contact Danielle Weitlauf to check your status at: 

727-565-1985 or info@faep-fl.org 

Or visit faep-fl.org to renew online. 

 

 

P2 Working for Florida  
Business & Industry  
 
Arizona Chemicalõs Pensa-
cola facility implemented 
P2 projects over five 
years, achieving 74% re-
duction in hazardous 
waste, 32% reduction in 
non-hazardous waste, and 
in the process, recovered 
nearly $500,000.   
 
Collier County School 
Board replaced its air -
cooled chiller plant with 
an energy efficient water -
cooled plant using 50% less 
energy; saving more than 
$231,000 per year.   
 
UCT Coatings, Inc., a 
metal parts plater, in-
stalled a state -of-the-art 
wastewater and chemical 
recovery system that al-
lows rinse water to be re-
used. The first year, UCT 
saved more than $22,000 
in disposal fees, approxi-
mately $900 in wastewater 
charges and 150,000 gal-
lons of potable water.  
 
The Beta Center, an Or-
lando nonprofit, installed 
programmable thermo-
stats, weather -stripping, 
solar hot water heaters 
and Energy Star equip-
ment, saving more than 
28,000 KWH of electricity, 
18,000 gallons of water 
and nearly $3,000 in oper-
ating costs.  

http://www.dep.state.fl.us
http://www.FloridaP2.org
http://faep-fl.org/
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Protecting the Florida We Love -- Just a Phone Call Away  

Courtesy of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection  

When is the last time you saw someone doing harm to Flor-
idaõs environment? Dumping trash somewhere other than a 
regulated landfill? Bringing in dozens of fish species from a 
fishing trip, when the limit was two? Or removing mangroves 
from Floridaõs shorelines or islands? These are just a few of 
the crimes against our state that have sometimes occurred 
with no consequence to the offender because the one who 
spotted the illegal activity was unsure how to report it.  
 
That situation has now been remedied by the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tionõs Division of Law Enforcement who recently implemented a new service for cell phone 
customers. When encountering a crime or incident harmful to the environment, witnesses 
can dial #DEP on their wireless phones to report illegal activities.  
 
These can include improper dredge and fill action which can destroy native flora and 
fauna, alter natural ecosystems and potentially pollute Floridaõs groundwater. The destruc-
tion of mangroves is illegal not only because they serve as storm buffers protecting shore-
lines, but also provide food and serve as nursery grounds for a variety of commercial and 
recreational marine species.  Toxic spills, deserted oil drums, dumping of hazardous and 
biological waste or demolition debris are other unlawful occurrences that can harm Flor-
idaõs magnificent natural environment and threaten the health of humans and wildlife. 
Even improper disposal of electronics can pollute our waterways, leaking heavy metals, 
such as lead and cadmium, into Floridaõs groundwater which supplies 90 percent of the 
stateõs drinking water. 
 
With the number wireless phone users steadily increasing, itõs easy for Floridaõs citizens to 
become the eyes and ears for the well -being of the stateõs valuable natural resources. And 
by dialing #DEP to report environmental crimes, emergency responders will be able to act 
quickly to stop illegal activity that could cause potential harm to nearby neighborhoods 
and water bodies.  
 
In addition to the #DEP service for mobile phone users, callers can also report environ-
mental crimes to the Environmental Crimes Hotline at the State Warning Point by calling 1 
(877) 272-8335 or 1 (877) 2-SAVE-FL. For more information on DEPõs new Division of Law 
Enforcement, visit www.dep.state.fl.us/law . 
 
Itõs our Florida. Letõs do all we can to protect its beauty and keep it healthy -- both above 
and below the surface.  

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/law
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GREEN LIVING TIP #5 

BYOB (Bring Your Own Bag) 
     According to the Smithsonian Institution, it takes one 15 ð to 20-year-old tree to make enough 
paper for only 700 grocery bags.  And, although paper bags are biodegradable, theyõre often made 
from virgin -not yet recycled -paper. 
     Sure, you can recycle you plastic bags at many grocery stores.  But, the recycling process and 
manufacture of new bags requires much more energy than the production of reusable cloth bags.   
     Cloth bags are the green alternative!  Take them with you every time you shop!  

Courtesy of the Tampa Bay Chapter of FAEP.  
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Quick Legislative News  
 

DEP Secretary Announces Major Effort to Support Local Governments with Water 
Quality Protection Projects ñFlorida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
announced that local governments eager to begin building wastewater treatment, re-
use and stormwater projects will benefit from $250 million in bonds issues through 
DEPõs Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF).  The SRF awards low-interest loans for 
water pollution control projects.  Click here to read more.   
 
EPA Revisits California Waiver Decision ñThe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) will reconsider its decision denying California permission to set standards con-
trolling greenhouse gases from motor vehicles per a request made by President Barack 
Obama on January 26.   
EPA received on January 21, 2009, a letter form California outlining several issues for 
Administrator Jackson to review and reconsider about the previous denial of the 
waiver.  Many other states are interested in adopting Californiaõs standards.  EPA will 
take public comment concerning the reconsideration.  Visit EPAõs website to read 
more.   

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/2009/01/0109_03.htm
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/8904b9648e72784e85257555005560f0!OpenDocument

